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Monday, April 12th, 1852. 

JAMES APJOHN, M. D., Vice-President, 
in the Chair. 

Henry H. Head, M. D., William Nelson Irwin, Esq., 
James Sheridan Muspratt, Esq., and Henry John Porter, 
Esq., were elected Members of the Academy. 



On the recommendation of the Council, it was Resolved : 
That £50 be placed at the disposal of the Council to de- 
fray the expense of moving from Grafton-street to the present 
house in Dawson-street ; and also, — 

That the Council be authorized to dispose of the interest 
of the Academy in the lease of the house, 114, Grafton-street. 



The following Address to the Earl of Eglinton, Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, &c, prepared by the Council, was read, 
together with His Excellency's Answer thereto : — 

" To His Excellency Archibald William, Earl of Eglinton 
and Winton, Lord Lieutenant General and General Go- 
vernor of Ireland, 8fc. 

" May it please your Excellency, 

"We, the President and Members of the Royal Irish 
Academy, beg to offer to your Excellency our respectful con- 
gratulations on your arrival in Ireland in the high character 
of Representative of our beloved and most gracious Sovereign. 

" The Charter by which our Society was incorporated, in 
the twenty-sixth year of the reign of King George III., has 
nominated the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ex-officio the Visi- 
tor of the Academy. 

"The relation in which we are thus placed to your Excel- 
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lency encourages us to hope that you will be pleased to inquire 
into the character and objects of our Society. If the manner 
in which we have discharged the important duties intrusted 
to us should meet with your Excellency's approval, we doubt 
not that you will take a lively interest in our proceedings, 
and extend to us that support which the efforts we have made 
for the advancement of science and learning in this country 
may seem to your Excellency to deserve. 

" By the constitution of the Academy, we are incorpo- 
rated for the threefold object of promoting Science, Polite 
Literature, and Antiquities, and the Council of the Academy 
consists of three Committees, each charged with the direction 
of the Academy's labours in one of these departments of 
learning. 

" That we have not been unsuccessful in the cultivation 
of these studies is evidenced, we trust, by the Transactions we 
have published, which are already well and widely known. 

" Through the favour shown to us by your Excellency's 
predecessor, the Earl of Clarendon, the Academy has become 
possessed of a house, provided for us by Government, to which 
we have only removed during the last week. 

" In these more enlarged and suitable premises we hope 
in a short time to arrange and display our Museum and Li- 
brary, so as to make them more accessible to Students, as well 
as more attractive and instructive to the Public. 

" Amidst the unhappy divisions which have unfortunately 
distracted this country for so many years, the Eoyal Irish 
Academy has always been neutral ground ; and it is with pride 
and pleasure we reflect, that even if we had directly done no- 
thing for the advancement of learning in Ireland, the labours 
of the Academy would not have been vain were it only for 
the evidence they afford, that in the cultivation of intellectual 
pursuits it is possible to unite in a harmony, which has never 
been disturbed, those who differ, notwithstanding, upon the 
most momentous subjects. 
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"We trust that your Excellency's administration of the high 
office confided to you by our most gracious Sovereign will not 
only tend to the peace and prosperity of Ireland, and the de- 
velopment of the internal and commercial resources of the 
country, but also to the advancement of the scientific and lite- 
rary pursuits to which the Royal Irish Academy is especially 
devoted." 



ANSWER. 

"Mr. President and Gentlemen, — I thank you for 
your kind congratulation on my arrival here as the Represen- 
tative of our most gracious Queen, and I am gratified to hear 
that in the high position in which Her Majesty has been 
pleased to place me, I am ex-officio the Visitor of the Royal 
Irish Academy. 

" Owing to the numerous duties which have occupied me 
during the short period I have been in this country, I have 
had but little time to inquire into the character or object of 
your Society ; but on looking over the list of names of the 
Members who are enrolled in it, I feel convinced that your ef- 
forts for the advancement of polite literature, science, and an- 
tiquarian researches must have been successful, and productive 
of great advantages. 

"I am glad to hear that, owing to the kindness of Lord 
Clarendon, the Academy is now provided with a suitable 
house, and I sincerely join in the hopes you have expressed, 
that the new arrangements you are about to make will be be- 
neficial to the student as well as interesting and instructive 
to the public." 



Dr. Pctrie presented, from Mr. William Wakeman, a Ro- 
man coin of " the younger Faustina," found at Navan. It 
was a rather curious circumstance that Roman coins should be 
so frequently discovered in that particular locality. 
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